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The JUTE Story
JUTE came into being in 1992 when three passionate
theatre makers living in Cairns met and the creative
sparks began to fly. The three founding members of
JUTE are Kathryn Ash, Suellen Maunder and Susan
Prince. JUTE’s first production launched International
Womens’ Day in March 1993 at the height of summer
in the unairconditioned arts’ centre (shed!). The work
was fiery, raw and unique in the region.....it was an
instant success!
Since then, the company has dedicated itself to carving
out a niche for its work. Within the first two years
JUTE began to focus on new work, both text based and
devised, that told stories from our region. JUTE is
committed to telling diverse stories from diverse
cultures and its script development programs and
commissioning provide the work JUTE produces for
the stage.

JUTE’s commitment to this region was confirmed when
it lobbied and successfully gained $2.7m from the State
Government (together with KickArts Contemporary
Arts) to build their home that has now become the
Centre of Contemporary Arts, a major infrastructure in
our region, driven by two small arts’ organisations.
Over 25 years our theatre artists and audience have
been part of an extraordinary outpouring of new
Australian stories. JUTE is a unique company in the
Australian theatre landscape through its high quality
productions, depth and reach of development
programs, artistic collaborations, and touring and
networking of the regional theatre sector.
We are excited by the possibilities for the next 25
years…

Photo by Veronica Sagredo - JUTE team: Mill Darby, Peta Cooke,
A N NSuellen
U A L R EMaunder
P O R T 2 0 1,Ashlea
7 / 0 1 Wilson, Yvette Walker, Emily M Martino.

JUTE THEATRE COMPANY

Goals

Vision

1. Develop and create exceptional theatre
experiences.

To change the
world through
theatre.

2. Nurture and present cultural diversity through
theatre creation.
3. Build a new audience through multiple channel
delivery of work, education and engagement.
4. Improve the financial position of the company with
an emphasis on revenue activities other than
government funding
5. Cultivate productive relationships and partnerships
through touring, co-production collaboration.
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JUTE Values
From humble beginnings, JUTE is now confident to
make the statement that it has a global ambition, a
vision of expanding its reach, embracing the geography
and hence opportunity that the northern tip of
Australia provides, to take the Australian story and
share it with the rest of the world, independently,
collaboratively and boldly.
This artistic vision is through the development of new
regional writers via the Write Sparks Program,
accessing the unique talent of our regional artists in
JUTE Productions, co-productions and tours; forming
partnerships with national and international artistic
organisations, building skills development through
JUTE Theatre School and JUTE Online and by taking a
new, more entrepreneurial view of how theatre is
made in our changing digital world.

True to the values that JUTE was founded on, we are
bold, entrepreneurial, agile, responsive, responsible
and evermore passionate about telling the stories that
need telling; the stories of northern Australia.
JUTE is collaborative, conscientious, well governed and
extremely hard working. Over 2 decades JUTE has
aspired to do often insurmountable things, to reach
further, to create more, to be prolific and as evidenced
through our continued success, JUTE regularly
achieves its goals.

JUTE THEATRE COMPANY

Chair Report
Gillian Townsend
We need our art to reflect life, to shine a light on questions that need to be answered, to show us other worlds
and future worlds of possibilities. Theatre unites us and delights us, it challenges and inspires. The beauty and
wonder of theatre is that it is an art form that simply cannot, will not be done alone and that is this story the story
of JUTE and the many people who contribute to our work.This year we celebrate 25 years of theatre making
growing from a small 'ensemble' of visionary artists to the major company we are today.
This report outlines the stories we have told and our adventures touring and presenting work throughout
Queensland in the past 12 months and with our eye on National and International work as well as the strong
collaborations and partnerships. Every connection we make assist us to pursue our vison of a world made better
through theatre. I would like to celebrate and acknowledge the significant partnerships and contributions of this
year. I start with thanks and appreciation to our local volunteers and supporters, every effort small and large,
speaking to people about us, showing audiences to their seats, engaging with us on social media, it's all part of the
work. Next the artists, both established and emerging who engage with us, who share our vision, share, blood,
sweat and tears!

"Some stories just have to
be told. For us at JUTE
theatre is the way to tell
those stories."
My fellow Board members who volunteer time, intelligence and energy in a spirit of determination and good will we have a formidable task and responsibility to continue to guide this company. We continue to invite others to
contribute to join us and we hope it's because of the passion energy and commitment and craft of the company
that others want to be part of our work and this year we once again say thank you our financial sponsors Tim
Fairfax Family Foundation, The John Villiers Trust, Arts Queensland, Catalyst - through the Australia Council,
Creative Partnerships Australia and the Department of Premier & Cabinet.
Last but not least thank you to our amazing and growing JUTE Team. Thank you to Peta for her fresh vision and
continued passion and to the new team members which include Mill, Ash, Emily and Yvette. You are all truly
delightful to know and work with.
Thank you to Suellen Maunder our CEO and Artistic Director. Your vision, acuity, determination and flair for
finding the story to be told is a dynamic thing to behold.
JUTE it's a privilege to know you and be part of you.
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Artistic Director / CEO Report
Suellen Maunder

Our 25th year began in stellar-style with JUTE receiving six coveted Matilda Award nominations. Normally the
domain of Brisbane’s theatre industry, JUTE was the first ever regional company to secure a place on the honour
roll with Best New Australian Work for touring show Bastard Territory by Stephen Carleton.
Bastard Territory is one of Australia’s important stories that had to be told and performed. At this shows
beginnings in 2014, funding bids were unsuccessful and yet JUTE, along with Knock-Em-Down Theatre and
Browns’ Mart in Darwin were prepared to take the risk in co-producing this seminal work that has now lead to
success.
From a programming perspective, the year began with a new work Mr Takahashi and Other Falling Secrets by
Sandra Thibadeaux in commemoration of WW11 and the 75th anniversary of the bombing of Darwin and
northern Australia. A co-production with Darwin based playwright, Sandra Thibadeaux, and Browns’ Mart,
JUTE was able to tell a previously ‘untold’ story through the female, multicultural civilians caught up in suspicion
and half truths about their Japanese neighbours. Mr Takahashi is a powerful story of Indigenous women’s
struggle for equality. A diverse, all-female cast brought home the importance of community in turbulent times.

"Co-productions are born out of our company’s strong
belief that by sharing resources, skills and knowledge, our
projects can become greater than the sum of their parts."

It was JUTE’s need for larger investment and co-producing partners that led to the show, Joh for PM which
initially set out to tell the story of Joh Bjelke Petersen through cabaret theatre. Having commissioned the work
from Stephen Carleton in 2014, JUTE went on the hunt for investors, namely Brisbane Powerhouse and
Queensland Music Festival. After approaching Brisbane Powerhouse and under the Directorial leadership of
Kris Stewart, the show grew into a piece of musical theatre, bringing Paul Hodge on board as Composer (sharing
the lyrics with Stephen). The show premiered as part of the opening of Queensland Music Festival and was
incredibly successful at the box office, doubling expectations. Ironically and somewhat unfortunately, the
expenditure too, almost doubled; the impact of a large company not experienced in the production of new work
and a small company learning about the real costs of musical theatre. A great learning process for JUTE.
As the season of Joh for PM unfolded in Brisbane and Cairns, JUTE was busy remounting the heart-warming
comedy, Proppa Solid by Stephen Oliver that would tour 10 regional and remote centres in Far North
Queensland, inspiring young people and community members. This touring and residency program is part of
JUTE’s inspiring Dare to Dream project which delivers professional Indigenous theatre to remote communities.
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A week is spent in each community, working with young people to build self-confidence, skills and provide these
young people with a voice through performance for achieving positive outcomes. Having sent Proppa Solid on tour
we were straight into rehearsal and production for our next new work; Here We All Are. Assembled by Kathryn
Ash and featuring Doug Robins, an actor with a severe and fatal disability.
Throughout the year JUTE continued to run its development programs including the newly titled Write Sparks
playwright program under the facilitation of Playwright and Dramaturg Kathryn Ash as well as online writing
course Write Out Loud. JUTE Theatre School, under the guidance of principal facilitator Susan Prince, continued
to grow and provide skills, discipline, self-confidence and unique experiences for students.
To develop the next line up of new productions, we undertook Creative Developments of The Longest Minute by
Robert Kronk and Nadine McDonald-Dowd, which will be co-produced with Debase productions and Queensland
Theatre in 2018; and Bukal by Andrea James from a story by Cairns Traditional Owner, Henrietta Marrie (also
produced and touring as part of JUTE’s 2018 Dare to Dream project).

"Personally, I am incredibly proud of the diversity that JUTE
Theatre Company has fostered through commitment and business
acumen. It is clearly evident in our programs and is a working
philosophy that will continue to inform and inject vitality into
JUTE’s programming into the future."

We also undertook initial discussions with Queensland Symphony Orchestra with a view to co-producing a new
work in 2020.
From an administration perspective, there have been a number of staff changes with long-term team members
moving on and new positions being created. We are particularly excited to have created new positions, engaging
a full time Business Development Manager, Milly Darby, to capitalise on our potential to tour and to bring in
alternative income streams; working with Indigenous Creative Producer, Yvette Walker on our Indigenous and
non-Indigenous programs and revising the role of Peta Cooke from Events & Marketing to Creative Producer &
Marketing. Our other new team members are Ashlea Wilson as Administration Manager/Executive Assistant and
Emily Mansford-Martino as Events Manager.
It has always been and will continue to be, an honour to work with a board of directors whose diverse skills,
knowledge and passion guide the company and I am particularly grateful for the support of Chair, Gill Townsend.
Once again this last year has provided an extraordinary gift to work with so many wonderful artists. Their
dedication, commitment to exploring ideas and furthering the art form, never ceases to inspire me.
Thank you.
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2017 Season
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Mr. Takahashi and Other Falling Secrets
by Sandra Thibodeaux

February 15 - February 25 2017: Brown's Mart Theatre, Darwin NT
February 2017: Katherine NT
March 30 - April 8 2017: JUTE Theatre, Centre of Contemporary Arts Cairns, 96 Abbott Street, Cairns
This is a play about the bombing of northern Australia and is presented as part of the 75th anniversary of that event.
Japan unleashed a wave of attacks on the north, including Cairns and Townsville with particularly devastating effects
on Darwin Three times as many bombs were dropped on Darwin than Pearl Harbour. Mr Takahashi examines the
home front at this time, focussing upon the lives of multicultural and Indigenous women who contributed to the war
effort, making, in some cases, the ultimate sacrifice.
This historical play was produced by JUTE Theatre Company in association with Darwin partners, Corrugated Iron
Youth Arts.
Creative Team

Featuring

Ensemble/Chorus

Director: Suellen Maunder
Designer: Simona Cosentini
Designer: Simone Tesorieri
Lighting Designer: Beck Adams
Composer/Sound Designer: Netanela Mizrahi
Stage Manager: Andi Egan
Production Manager: Angus Robson

Chenoa Deemal
Merrilee Mills
Natalie Taylor
Haylee Wright
Kate Wyvill

Rachel Davis
Maleea Hegarty
El Ibo
Tia Lelliott
Azizah Pertiwi
Emma Price
Taylor Bray
Lily Eggett
Rebecca Southon
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Romy Photography - Mr Takahashi and Other Falling Secrets

Statistics
Performances
Total paid attendances
All attendances
Total gross box office

22 (Darwin = 12, Katherine = 1, Cairns = 9)
Darwin - 768, Katherine - 0, Cairns - 764
Darwin - 960, Katherine - 80, Cairns - 892
$20,010.00

Reviews
Overall I would have to say that this is my favourite play from Jute to date and a must see. It is beautifully
done and tells a history that we seem to have forgotten. It has been 75 years since the bombing of North
Australia but it should never be forgotten as it is part of what makes us the Australia we are today.
- Author Unknown, Reviews by YAAWIN
Brilliant staging. Strong cast. Outstanding one woman orchestra. Excellent discussion/commentary on so many issues.
- Anonymous, Performance Attendee
The history, it is a story that is true but hasn't been told before; this performance was emotional and funny, my heart
and my mind was intrigued and the acting was fantastic.
- Anonymous, Performance Attendee
Excellent script which shows insights into racial prejudice in that era and which echoes today's attitudes as well.
Historical account of an event about which I would think that only older people would have any information as it
happened so many years ago.
- Anonymous, Performance Attendee
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Joh For P.M.
by Stephen Carleton and Paul Hodge
July 7 - July 15 2017: Powerhouse Theatre, Brisbane Powerhouse, 119 Lamington Street, New Farm QLD
August 4 - August 19 2017: JUTE Theatre, Centre of Contemporary Arts Cairns, 96 Abbott Street, Cairns QLD.

In 2018, Joh For P.M. was nominated for FIVE Matilda Awards!
There's no business like Joh business!
Featuring original tunes such as Pumpkin Scone Diplomacy, Feeding the Chooks and the most catchy political song
ever, Joh for PM; this production took the audience on a musical romp through the life of ex-Premier Joh BjelkePetersen, the Queensland icon who set state politics alight.
Set at a fundraiser for Joh in 1987, the musical comedy satirises the bizarre events that occurred in Australian politics
during the Bjelke-Petersen reign.
Award-winning playwright Stephen Carleton (The Narcissist, The Turquoise Elephant, Bastard Territory) and
Broadway composer Paul Hodge (Clinton: The Musical) have taken inspiration from these historic events to create
one of the best musicals to come out of Queensland.
Creative Team

Featuring

Director: Kris Stewart
Book & Lyrics: Stephen Carleton
Music & Lyrics: Paul Hodge
Designer: Anthony Spinaze
Lighting Designer: Jason Glenwright
Music Supervisor & Orchestrator: James Dobinson
Choreographer: Dan Venz

Colin Lane
Chloe Dallimore
Barb Lowing
Kurt Phelan
Simon Burvill-Holmes
Stephen Hirst
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Stephen Henry - JOH for P.M.

Statistics
Performances
Total paid attendances
All attendances
Total gross box office

24 (Brisbane Powerhouse + 9, Cairns = 15)
Brisbane - 3147, Cairns - 1416
Brisbane - 3757, Cairns - 1598
$235,714.00

Reviews
Joh for PM is a show that demands attention. As a musical centred on a political
figure, it is a rarity in Australian theatre; we need more of them. As to the treatment it
gives to Joh, well that, as I have been saying, is problematic. I can only echo the
sentiments of one audience member who, as the last curtain call faded, uttered this
verdict. ‘You know, I come from the opposite side of the political fence, yet by the end,
I found myself becoming sympathetic to the poor old bugger’. Then he corrected
himself, ‘No, not to Joh but to Colin Lane!’
- Glyn Davies, Arts Hub Australia
Entertaining, funny, historically spot on, excellent acting, loved the sets and outfits. A great night.
- Anonymous, Performance Attendee
An excellent cast who presented a difficult script with ease. High energy and humorous.
- Anonymous, Performance Attendee
Humorous satire, brought back memories and also had modern political personalities reflected
- Anonymous, Performance Attendee

ANNUAL REPORT 2017 / 14

JUTE THEATRE COMPANY

Proppa Solid (Tour)
by Steven Oliver
August 14 - November 17: Touring to various locations across regional Queensland

Proppa Solid is part of a 5-year program 2016 - 2020 to develop, produce and tour new
inspirational theatre work from Indigenous artists to regional and remote North Queensland
communities. The program incorporates a 1-week school residency in each centre visited, a
performance at the school and an free evening performance for the community. The artists will
then remain in the school/community for 3-4 days where they will work with the young people to
write, rehearse and perform their own aspirational stories of success back to their community.
The project is integrated into the curriculum by DET, forming part of the assessment for students.

Originally developed and produced by JUTE Theatre Company in 2014, Proppa Solid is a riotous
comedy that tells the story of Australia's first Aboriginal president as he inadvertently travels
back through time from 2067, to the present day to be confronted by a different Australia, and
some very funny ancestors who teach him a thing or two about his roots.
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Gregg Maxwell - Proppa Solid Croydon

Creative Team

Featuring

Remount Director: Mark Sheppard
Designer: Simone Tesorieri
Designer: Simona Cosentini
Light Designer: Kelly Calder
Composer: Deb Sisson
Sound Designer: Nigel Pegrum
Initial Production Director: Nadine McDonald-Dowd

Nazaree Dickerson
Leroy Parsons
Mark Sheppard

Proppa Solid Tour Schedule 2017
Bamaga
Gordonvale
Mapoon
Lockhart River
Pormpuraaw
Cairns
Innisfail
Yarrabah
Herberton
Croydon

14 - 18 August
21 - 25 August
28 - August - 1 September
04 - 8 September
11 - 15 September
18 - 22 September
23 - 27 October
30 October - 3 November
06 - 10 November
13 - 17 November
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PHOTO
CREDIT
GOESSolid
HERE
Gregg
Maxwell
- Proppa
Workshop Innisfail

Reviews
"It was great to see a show which held the
interest and attention of Pre-Pre (4 y/o) all
the way to adults. The context was perfect,
and the language was very similar to that
used here."
Natasha King, Prep-Year 10 Teacher - The Arts,
Mornington Island State School

While fulfilling the curriculum
requirements we were able to bring
the students lives and what is
significant to them into the education
realm. We are transforming texts,
personal stories and stories of cultural
significance into new mediums. And
through this process we are
transforming our lives and
educational perspectives. The Jute
Theatre Company have embarked on
an inspiring initiative."

"I'd love to have them back. They
were some of the most professional,
organised, skilled and creative artist
in residence group that I have ever
had in a school. Send them back next
year! The week-long program was
extremely effective as well."
Jo Ross, Head of Campus,
Mapoon Campus Western Cape College

"The humour, along with the strong message
of identity, made it entertaining, engaging and
thought provoking…….. The thing I personally
loved most about the show was the way the
Murri people were portrayed, with such genuine
warmth, hospitality and generosity"
Beverley Brett, Senior Drama Teacher,
Freshwater Christian College

Dennis McIntosh, English teacher,
Djarragun College.
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Here We All Are. Assembled.
by Kathryn Ash
September 29 - October 10 2017: JUTE Theatre, Centre of Contemporary Arts Cairns, 96 Abbott Street, Cairns QLD

A twisted tale of two hapless characters who dare to question. Suspended in a rotting dystopian
landscape, forgotten by the world, these two are comforted by blissful ignorance, turning a blind
eye to the impending Armageddon. Rising from the detritus comes the voracious, clever and
manipulative 'worm' set to divide the slavish trust of our heroic duo.

Creative Team

Featuring

Playwright: Kathryn Ash
Director: Matt Scholten
Designer: Simona Cosentini
Designer: Simone Tesorieri
Lighting Designer: Jason Glenwright
AV Designer: Craig Wilkinson
Sound Designer: Guy Webster
Stage Manager: Sophie McKeown
Production Manager: Sam Gibbs

Doug Robins
Natalie Taylor
Barbara Lowing
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Nathan Kelly - Here We All Are. Assembled

Statistics
Performances
Total paid attendances
All attendances
Total gross box office

8 (Cairns = 7, Brisbane = 1)
Cairns - 334
Cairns - 460, Brisbane - 90 (approx. - free event)
$7,393.00

Reviews
While it takes a spectator who is well acquainted with Hamlet and the devices of the modern theatre to take in the
total impact of the play, Scholten kept the laughs coming at just the right intervals to amuse even the least experienced
theatregoer. The succession of fart definitions in the second part of the play was hilarious. Yes, the audience on opening
night enjoyed the play immensely to judge by the thunderous applause at the end. It is a rare treat to be able to attend a
play so full of wit and repartee. Take the chance to see it while you can.
- Glyn Davies, Arts Hub Australia
The first scene grabbed me from the start, I really connected to the characters and fell in love. The last scene made me
ball my eyes out.
- Anonymous, Performance Attendee
Excellent. Fascinating set, very different! Loved the costumes and makeup also.
- Alisa Patterson, Performance Attendee
Although not for everyone, the creativity of this show was fantastic. The cast and crew is to be congratulated for a
memorable performance.
- Kym Copetti, Performance Attendee
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2017 Theatre Factory
Creative Developments
Write Sparks
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Creative Development 1:
The Longest Minute
by Robert Kronk and Nadine McDonald-Dowd
February 6 - February 10, 2017: Centre of Contemporary Arts - 98 Abbott St, Cairns QLD
JUTE Theatre Company holds a varying number of Creative Developments per year. These
Creative Developments are an opportunity for the creative team and theatrical performers to
come together, be immersed in the script (which can be in various stages of development) and
connect with their individual roles. These run for a five-day week, with the public invited to
attend a showing on the last night of the creative development.
The Longest Minute is an exciting co-production between Debase, Queensland Theatre and
JUTE Theatre Company. The story is based around the time of the 2015 NRL Grand Final;
where protagonist Jess deals with the knock-backs and challenges of being a female in a
predominately male dominated sport.
Creative Team

Featuring

Playwright (co-writer): Nadine McDonald-Dowd
Playwright (co-writer): Robert Kronk
Director: Bridget Boyle
Set Designer: Simona Cosentini
Set Designer: Simone Tesorieri
Dramaturg: Kathryn Ash
Dramaturg: Sam Strong
Videographer: Gary Schweikert

Louise Brehmer
Colin Smith
Lafe Charlton
Rita Gibuma
Lenny Donahue
Bryan Probets
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Creative Development 2:
Bukal
by Andrea James. Storyteller Henrietta Marrie
September 4 - September 8, 2017: Centre of Contemporary Arts - 98 Abbott St, Cairns QLD
JUTE Theatre Company holds a varying number of Creative Developments per year. These
Creative Developments are an opportunity for the creative team and theatrical performers to
come together, be immersed in the script (which can be in various stages of development) and
connect with their individual roles. These run for a five-day week, with the public invited to
attend a showing on the last night of the creative development.
Bukal tells the story of Henrietta Marrie - Australia’s very first Indigenous member of the
United Nations and the grand-daughter of the King of Cairns; ‘BUKAL’ is the extraordinary
journey of one woman’s life that follows Henrietta Fourmile’s incredible strength and
determination from the very quaint and simple shores of Aboriginal mission Yarrabah in North
Queensland all the way to the world stage of Geneva, Canada and the U.S. where she impacted
global Indigenous laws and legislations in the areas of Copyright, Ownership, Bio-diversity and
Intellectual Property.
Creative Team

Featuring

Key Artist: Henrietta Marrie
Director: Rhoda Roberts
Playwright: Andrea James
Dramaturge: Peter Matheson

Maurial Spearim
Yvette Walker
Charmaine (Dizzy) Armstrong
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Write Sparks: 101 & Ignite
The Write Sparks programs offered beginners and intermediate writers the opportunity to tell their stories while
learning the skills of writing for performance. Participants learned how to progress their work from strength to
strength through the structured support of award-winning Playwright and Dramaturge Kathryn Ash.
The 101 program was run over three residencies throughout 2017 running from Friday afternoons through to
Sunday afternoons (15 hours of intensive hands on development per residency). These residencies offered the
opportunity to work writers craft through activities and writing exercises but also build a great network of peers.
The Ignite program was designed for experienced playwrights who wish to extend their writing practice and work
toward a finished writing draft of a full length play for theatre production; especially concerning previous 101
participants looking to further and fine-tune their work.
Statistics
Number of Participants: 11 (three 101 and eight Ignite)

I am so thankful that JUTE is on the planet. What we do without you?
I always leave these events inspired and reinvigorated, full of new ideas not just for writing but as
an artist. I love coming to Cairns, I love the people that I work with and learn from and I just want
to say thank you so much.
Madonna Davies, Participant
We all appreciated the space and opportunity to be able to share our story. I also wanted to
extend a huge thank you to you and all the amazing team at Jute for what you are doing in
fostering storytelling in the Far North. It is so important and valuable to our community.
Wendy Mocke, Participant
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New Income
Generation Programs
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Write out Loud
Write Out Loud is an on-line 9 module writing tool including interactive videos, workbooks, exercises and
visualisation exercises and features a private facebook page for participants. The program was developed to
appeal to people who wish to explore their creativity and not pitched to theatre practitioners. JUTE developed this
program in order to send our Intellectual Property to the world while generating an ongoing income for the
company. The program is purchased as a once only lifetime membership model with very little maintenance
required from JUTE.
Kathryn Ash, award winning playwright and dramaturge and one of the founding members of JUTE was engaged to
develop the content for the program and to engage with the participants on the private facebook page.

Everyone has a story in them. The challenge
is to get started. Write big ideas and write a
lot. That is what Write out Loud is all about.
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Storm Cooke, Julian Terry, Maple Cooke, Scarlett Terry, Jet Cooke, Chester Terry Photo: Peta Cooke

JUTE Theatre School
In 2016 JUTE launched its new theatre school. The aim of the program is to develop the next generation of theatre
makers, to provide pathways into the new Bachelor of Arts being offered by Central Queensland University in
Cairns, to provide employment for regional artists and to develop an alternative income stream for the company.
The point of difference for the school is that it is taught by practicing theatre makers providing real world skills
required for performing for stage. The program aims to build creative capacity and deepen the participants
understanding of acting as a professional practice. The curriculum incorporates stage training for voice, movement
and an approach to the text that is carefully crafted for age appropriate readiness and the syllabus takes care to
build a skill based holistic performer with a strong foundation in theatre.
Due to the success of the launch of JUTE Theatre School in 2016, the program was extended from two terms (in
2016) to four terms in 2017.
Each term runs for eight weeks, with the culminating lesson being presented as a 'Show and Tell'; where the
students have the opportunity to showcase their work as developing theatre-makers.

Theatre is for everyone! JUTE Theatre
School provides the development of creative
capacity and deepened understanding of
acting as a professional practice.
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Board and Staff
JUTE Board of Directors

JUTE Staff

Gill Townsend (Chair)
Michelle Champion
Tim Cooke
Greg Jensen
Saurav Kataria
Arabella Kullack
Gillian Mailman
Suellen Maunder
Karyn Weller

Artistic Director/CEO: Suellen Maunder
Admin & Marketing Assistant: Karen Engel (fin. September)
Administration Manager/Executive Assistant (est. September)
Admin & Events Assistant: Amanda Belanger (fin. December)
Events, Sales & Marketing Coordinator: Peta Cooke
Events Manager: Emily Mansford-Martino (est. December)
Business Development Officer: Milly Darby (est. August)

Donors

In-Kind Sponsors

2017 Donations

As You Like It Hair Gallery
Big Hat Productions
Cairns Airport
Cairns Regional Council
Cardzilla
Centre of Contemporary Arts (CoCA)
Final Touch Pictures
Just The Man
Jason Glenwright Lighting Design
KickArts
Nathan Sibthrobe
Rob Pyne MP
Shangri-La Hotel (The Pier Shopping Centre)
Southern Cross Atrium Apartments
Status Signs
Tim Cooke, Design Disrupt
Tropic Now
Tropic Spirit Catering

GiveNow Donations Total
Number of donations: 92
Total amount: $6404
Major Donors above $1,000
Pacifica Pty Ltd
Brian Tucker Accounting

Key Volunteers
JUTE has over 100 volunteers on its
books who from time to time support
the Administration efforts and the
Front of House services - Ushering and
Ticket Sales.

Project Partners
Queensland Government:
Department of Education and Training
Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Partnerships

Other:
ArTour
Brisbane Powerhouse
CQUniversity
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Partners and Sponsors
Major Funding Partners

Project Funding Partners

Major Donors

Major Sponsors
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